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It was a dark and stormy month…  National Novel Writing Month (also known as NaNoWriMo) is an annual writing project that spans the month of November.  The project challenges participants to write a novel in 30 days.   Our class is accepting the challenge and will be writing memoir style novellas during November.
Your novella can be written using any theme in, but the genre will be memoir.  The first step will be to narrow your theme so that you can start planning and writing.  
You will be writing your novella day by day during class.  One or two days a week, we will have computers available so that you can word process what you have already written (you may also complete this step at home if you want to additional class time to publish.  During writing time, I will be available to conference with you on a variety of writing topics, as well as your education proposal.  We will be writing one essay per week.  At the end of the month, you will have a 4 part/4 essay memoir of your life.  You will have to consider the logos of your presentation.  How will you organize these four essays.  Will you move from a young age and write four essays that reveal the same theme as you grow older?  Will you choose one theme or several themes that you will approach through the lens of one specific age?  Will you choose two themes and write two essays that contrast with another two theme exemplifying a different theme?   
I will also be teaching mini writing lessons to help you perfect your craft as you write. I will expect you to be thoughtful about logos, ethos, and pathos as you write each essay.  You will also be expected to employ the techniques that we study during mini lessons in your essays.  The end result will be a publishable novella that each of you will have the option to publish on Lulu.com.  We may also decide to publish an anthology highlighting each students’ favorite essay.
The focus will be developing logos, ethos, and pathos, strengthening your writing and use of rhetorical devices, and conveying your theme. I will be scoring each essay as you complete them.   
You will be expected to write during the allotted time each day, and this time will be sacred.  You will be allowed to listen to your iPod, so bring your tunes—just remember, this is writing time, and listening to your iPod will be a privilege for those doing their work.  Your homework each night will become any needed planning, researching, or brainstorming relevant to your novella.  You may also write at home, but this will not be required unless you miss a day of class.  You will also be working on your education proposal during this time, and I will work with each of you individually during conference time to answer questions and guide learning.  
The 12 Most Common Themes in Literature
1. Man Struggles Against Nature: Man is always at battle with human nature, whether the drives described are sexual, material or against the aging process itself.
2. Man Struggles Against Societal Pressure: Mankind is always struggling to determine if societal pressure is best for living. Check out books like Revolutionary Road or Mrs. Dalloway for examples of characters who know how society says they should live, but feel society's dictation is contrary to what makes them happy.
3. Man Struggles to Understand Divinity: Mankind tries to understand and make peace with God, but satisfaction is elusive and difficult.
4. Crime Does Not Pay: A popular theme played out in books throughout time is the concept that honesty is honored and criminals will eventually be caught. Crime and Punishment and "The Telltale Heart" are two stories written with this theme.
5. Overcoming Adversity: Many books laud characters who accept a tough situation and turn it into triumph. Scarlett O'Hara in Gone With the Wind exemplifies a shrewd person who finds a way to come out on top despite failed relationships and an economic depression after the Civil War.
6. Friendship is Dependent on Sacrifice: This is the idea that you can't have friends if you don't act like a friend.
7. The Importance of Family: Sacrifices for family are honored and explored, as are the family bonds that survive adversity.
8. Yin and Yang: Just when you think life is finally going to be easy, something bad happens to balance it all out. 
9. Love is the Worthiest of Pursuits: Many writers assert the idea that love conquers all, appealing to the romantic side of us.
10. Death is Part of the Life Cycle: Literary works with this theme show how death and life and intricately connected.
11. Sacrifices Bring Reward: Sacrifices and hard work pay off in the end, despite the challenges along the way.
12. Human Beings All Have the Same Needs: From Montagues to Capulets in Romeo and Juliet or the characters in S.E. Hinton's The Outsiders, book after book asserts that rich or poor, educated or not, all human beings need love and other basic needs met.
Think about moments that were pivotal in your life.  Where these big events or small?  Is there a common theme that seems to display itself during these defining moments?  Are there symbols or a motif that you can identify that recurs throughout your past?  For example, in my life I would say that overcoming adversity best exemplifies many of my most defining experiences. A motif that is common to many of my experiences if forgiveness.  I might choose to identify four events that demonstrate this theme from four different ages or I might begin from youngest till today, or go backwards from today to the past.  What is the impact of this theme on my present self?  How will my adult understandings and reflections about this theme impact my understanding in a way that is different from when I was actually experiencing these events?  How will the point of view shift in my essay as I insert my reflection from today?  
Each essay that is written will bring your reader to a better understanding of the theme or themes that you select to reveal.  If there is a motif or symbol that will support the unveiling of your theme, you should be sure to identify it early on so that you can incorporate this too in your essays.  
Choose theme(s) to be revealed:

Choose four events, moments, memories, and/or experiences that you would like to write about.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Which order will best support the theme of your memoir?  How will this organization help to develop the ethos of your text?  Are there any motifs or symbols that you can identify before you begin writing?  Which literary devices and/or rhetorical devices will you use to establish pathos.  Your development of pathos should move beyond just senses to an aesthetic and ultimately intellectual pathos.
  
