Essay Assignment
Consider the five canons of rhetoric-- invention, arrangement, style, memory, delivery.  With the knowledge you have acquired of each, compose an effectively and artistically written essay on the topic of your choice.  
Invention—Determining your topic includes:
· Understanding and employing the rhetorical situation: purpose (exigence), audience, and constraints;
· Common topics:
1.  Definition—generating material by defining key terms those things which distinguish the thing being defined from all other items in its class;
2. Division—dividing your subject into parts;
3. Comparison and contrast—you generate similarities (comparisons)or differences (contrasts) about aspects of your subject matter;
4. Relationships—you generate material that reveals different types of relationships between aspects of your subject matter;
5. Circumstances—including possible and impossible (arguing if X is possible, then so is Y or that if X is impossible, then so is Y), past fact (given all known conditions, something probably happened in the past), and future fact (ideas that allow you to argue that X will happen in the future).
6. Testimony—you generate material by investigating what authorities or others with experience with your subject say about it or consulting documents, laws or precedents pertaining to the subject.
· Brainstorming and free writing
Arrangement—Understanding arrangement helps a writer to order, structure and supply the parts of a piece of writing and includes:
· Genre:  Using the appropriate type of text to meet readers’ expectations based on the context and your intention;
· Pattern:  The functions of the beginning, middle and end of the composition
Style—The choices a writer makes including:
· Voice and tone:  formal versus informal--common words versus jargon
· Schemes and tropes 
· Diction
· Denotation and connotation
Memory:
· Using a phrase or allusion to highlight the role of memory for both reader and writer
· Cultural memory of the writer--what the writer already knows and can use judiciously
Delivery:
· Stylistic choices in speech (inflection)
· Setting off words in writing
· The looks of the final published product
· The sound of the final delivered presentation

Remember the aspects of the rhetorical transaction
· Rhetorical Situation:  Exigence—Audience—Purpose
· Appeals:  Ethos—Pathos—Logos
· Organization/Structure/Form:  Diction—Syntax—Imagery—Figurative Language

Assignment Requirements:  Your paper should be over 4 pages long in MLA format.  You must properly cite your sources in your text and include “Works Cited” page in MLA format.  
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